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PRESERVATION OF NATURALNESS 

THE preservation of naturalness in the pattern of man's 
usage of the Ea•rth has Jong been recognised as of 

some significance. It is difficult, however, to estimate the 
value of the significance in either past time or the pres
ent for we all tend to have individual methods of 
me;suring the value, and undoubtedly, there is the ever
present conflict of personal interests and desires, as well 
as the efforts which some amongst us make to secure 
pecuniary gain from the prese�ce of na_turaln�ss, par
ticularly when it comes .to selling homes1tes with what 
is known as "a bushland setting". 

There is certainly much confusion about defining a 
meaning for '•Naturalness", or for stating_ the _ �s�s . cf
naturalness. For example, in the much praised 1mtiat10n 
of national parks at Yellowstone in .the United States 
in 1872 there was talk of retaining the naturalness of 
that ma�nificent area "for a playground for all time for 
all the nation"· and this concept of having your cake 
and eating it �t the same itime has continued to live 
with us for a hundred years. There are many slots in 
our management of national parks in this State_ wher_econfosion reigns supreme: in Royal and Ku-nng-ga1, 
where increasing pressures of usage encourage further 
destruction of naturalness to accommodate more and 
more people in less and less naturalness; and in 
Kosciusko where provisions for snow sports (and water 
conservati�n measures) made fantastic inroads since 
World War II. 

The .point is, I think, not that picnic sites in �u-ring
gai and Royal National Parks, or sn�sports m Kos
ciusko National Park are necessarily wrong, but rather 
that we must be far more honest with ourselves ,about 
the embargo which we will place upon our behaviour in 
order .to achieve the true preservation of naturalness. 
Some of our alleged aims are downright misleading be
cause we know they cannot be achieved, and we will 
not spend the time to clarify our thinking and use only 
well-defined terms. 

The Fauna Protection Act of 1948 and the National 
Parks and Wildlife Act of 1967 have given some sub
stance to terms like national park, state park, historic 
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site and nature reserve, and although it is still very 
necessary to put this house of higher classification of 
natural reserves into good running order, the position 
of these reserves is infinitely better than the multitude 
of small natural reserves which are literally spread 
throughout the State Hke a -rash. 

The lack of suitable legislation for the establishment, 
definition and management of what are known as "pa<rks" 
has long been recognised by workers in the field of 
recreation, nature conservation and to some extent in 
administration of lands. I -am aware 1hat moves in the 
'40's and '50's for national park legislation were some
what confused in the beginning because some people in 
the popular park movement, and in administration, 
wanted a Parks Bill which gave a better deal for all

parks, from playing fields to wilderness areas and :e
serves for scien.tific reference. And we would be foolish 
to bel,ieve that recent achievements demonstrate a wide
spread understanding of the need to stratify reserves ac
cording to the purpose which each must serve; or if we 
did not •recognise that it is very difficult, perhaps im
possible, to use an area for two separate purposes which 
are in conflict. 

Until quite •recently, all playing fields, cemeteries, 
racecourses, showgrounds, natural reserves and the so
called "national parks" were lumped together for ad
ministration in a .rather not-important fragment of the 
Department of Lands, known as the Parks and Miscel
laneous Branch. It is certainly most encouraging that 
this situation has now somewhat changed and whilst 
national parks and State parks have gone over to the 
new Na�ional Parks and Wildlife Service, there is also 
a Parks Service Bureau which includes within its func
tions -attention to natural areas. 

I suppose the real difficulty facing good management 
for natural areas administered ,by .the Reserves Branch 
of the Department of Lands is their very significant 
proJiferation and the great variation in usage which is 
permitted either by acti:ve management or by default, in 
that there is no· management at all. Because of the very 
complex ciroumstances and the Jack of machinery to 
direct usage, it is not difficult to understand why ad-





This attractive beach and the surrounding bushland at Bradley's Head in Ashton Park ( near 
Mosman) provides welcome relief from shops, houses and city, on the Harbour foreshores; 

a pleasant retreat for the harassed city-dweller. 

sidered, let alone put into operation. So the Royal 
National Park suffered· most from the unenlightened 
mismanagement of half a century ago and the 
ridiculous •land use arrangement that allowed for the 
alienation of lands at Bundeena, Heathcote and at 
places around Port Hacking. 
It would seem doubtful that we will ever beat the 
sprawl of urban development so long as we en
courage single houses on single blocks of land (be 
the blocks large or small)-or in ruTal areas, where 
there is complete removal of natural cover for CTop 
lands and pastures�producing a single-minded pur
pose in living. If the land use for intensive human 
purpose is concentrated, and the residue of remaining 
natural lands reserved, preferably in units of signifi
cant size, the diversity of nature might be retained, 
and the life pattern for humans suitably enhanced. 

2. A small natural reserve may preserve a site which is
significant in human and/or natural history. For
example, it would •have been to the lasting benefit of
our nation if a larger area of natural reserve had
been set aside between Malabar and La Perouse be
cause of the remarkable abundance of floral species
in the heathlands at that place; or the whole of the
Kurnell Peninsula had remained largely unaltered to
commemorate not only the historic. landing of Cap
tain Cook, but also the historic investigations of
Joseph Banks; or better management and a larger
airea had ,been given to Lake Parramatta Reserve to
preserve the obviously rich floral overlap pattern
of the area, and the historic studies in the Parra
matta district of Cayley, Ounningham and Woolls.

I have given only three examples which have come
quickly to mind and I can think of many more sites 
which have real significance. In some cases reserves have 
been established; in others, we did not have the fore
sight. For many reasons, it was not, and indeed is not, 
possible to set aside large areas, but given an under-
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standing of management needs, the smaller reserves could 
have survived and may still surv,ive. Survival in some is 
now impossible--0r that is how I see it-<lue to gross 
ignorance in management. A very good example is the 
reserve at Wingham known as Wingham Brush. 
3. Small natural reserves may be places available for

relaxation and the inspiration which arises from .
contact with naturalness possessing real biological,
historical or related worth. I felt inclined to include
in ,this group "places for recreation" but recoiled at
the last minute because I know how dangerous it
can be to let "recreation" loose.
Using any natural reserve, be it large or small, for
relaxation and inspiration, obviously requires some
training in how to do it and what not to do. A first
requisite seems to be an understanding of the in
trinsic relationship between the life-forms of the
environment and naturalness itself. This may seem
to be axioma�ic, but, in fact, it is a lack of under
standing of this relationship which apparently permits
hordes of campers and fishermen to infest our beauty
spots during holiday times, with tins, rubbish,
trampled shrubs and massacred trees. They eitheT
do not see the destruction because their interest is
iin the sea or on the beach, or else they are using
the resource like an inexhaustible supply-when site
number one is destroyed there is always site number
two available!
Let's return to this word "recreation" again. It is
not such -a bad word in itself if it really means
"recreation". The trouble is, we humans have given
it a connotation far beyon:d reasonable tolerance.
One is frequently ,asked: "What is yom ,recreation?"
and if it doesn't include getting all excited about a
dollar eaoh way on some horseflesh, or imbibing
intoxicating liquors, or fighting one-armed bandits, or
watching twenty-six gladiators kick an inflated piece
of pigskin about, one is obviously "very odd", to say







CONCLUSION 

Is there a case for the small natural reserve providing 
for the preservation of environment as a separate meas
ure from national parks, State parks and nature reserves? 

Many such natural reserves already exist and it would 
not be feasible at this time at any rate to rpass over their 
administration to the National Parks and Wildlife Ser
vice. 11he Service is engrossed in its own problems. 
Nevertheless, many of the natural reserves could, and 
no doubt will, ul,timately be included in the administra
tive set-up of the National Parks and Wildlife Service. 

Meanwhile, the small natural reserves contain a vary
ing quality range of natural values which may be ex
pected to continue to supply facilities for low density 
pass�ve recreation, and scientific and educ_ational refer
ence. As suppliers of such faoili!ties, the reserves are of 
significant value; but, in too many places, the qualities 
a:re seen to be deteriorating through over-use, misuse, 
and the invasion of debilitating forces of many kinds. 
The major overall cause of deterioration appears to be 

an absence of defined purpose for the small natural re
serve, and consequent management which is somewhat 
undirected and frequently quite lacks understanding of 
the intrinsic values of the raw resources of nature. 

The:re has been a recent upgrading of reserve signifi
cance in the Department of Lands which should receive 
due recognition and encouragement by conservationists. 
It seems apparent that the Department proposes to con
siderably improve its public image in this field. Conse
quently, nature conservationists might seize upon the 
circumstances to secure a deeper regard for the con
servation of the natural resources in reserves coming 
under the Reserves Branch, Department of Lands. l

have endeavoured to detail the ways in which the small 
natural reserve can contribute to increased human dig
nity and to suggest the techniques which administrntion 
should be encouraged to adopt in order to upgrade 
its own efforts; whilst at the same time, recognising the 
widening usefulness of the small natural reserve, pro
vided it is, indeed, managed to retain naturalness. 
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